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Sidney’s annual Oktoberfest starts 
Oct. 6 at Cheyenne County Fair-
grounds.

“Oktoberfest is a time to come 
together and celebrate after the har-
vest,” Sally Harris, event chair, said. 
“We try to provide a bunch of differ-
ent ethnic opportunities and have a 
good time.”

The farmer’s market and crafts 
fair open at 9 a.m., with an opening 
ceremony dedication at noon and 
continuous entertainment through 
midnight.

The event features a “variety of 
beers” and food booths amid a “tent-
fest” atmosphere, Harris said.

“You’ll see the largest circus tent 
you’ve seen probably,” she said. “It 
depends on where you’ve been.”

The Friday night dance features 
Matt Spinks trio, lead by a Sidney 
native, while Saturday’s dance fea-
tures Rascal Martinez, who appeared 
at this year’s Downtown Sounds.

Martinez’s music features “the 
kinds of songs you can sing to,” Judy 
Harris, event co-organizer, said.

A highlight is the 15th annual Wein-
er Dog Races, being held this year at 
the fairgrounds, which will be adorned 
with astro-turf for the dogs’ comfort.

“They’re grouped by age,” Sally 
Harris said, “so the young dogs are 
called little sizzlers and the older 
ones are called frankfurters.”

Saturday’s parade, starting at 10 
a.m., will be held along Illinois Street, 
though it is still unpaved due to the 
ongoing Highway 30 rehabilitation.

“I would foresee people going 

slower in the 
parade and 
watching where 
they’re walking,” 
Sally Harris said.

Judy Harris sees a silver-
lining in this, though.

“I don’t think it will hurt to slow 
them down anyway. Sometimes they 
go through a little too fast,” she said. 
“The ones it will affect is the bands, 
more than anything.”

Missing from this year’s event will 
be a polka band, Sally Harris said.

“They are harder and harder to 
come by,” she said. “But we have 
some leads on one for next year.”

The yearly event is only possible 
through the efforts of a hard-working 
group, Sally Harris said.

“We have a group of about 13 
people come through and everybody 
does their own piece, and we really 
work well together,” she said. “By the 
time Friday comes, we’re ready to 
kick it off and have a good time.”

Judy Harris has been involved in 
Oktoberfest since the 80s.

“It started as a money-maker for 
the Chamber of Commerce, because 
they always ran out of money about 
this time of year,” she said. “One of 
their members was a family where 
the wife and mother-in-law were 
from Germany. They came up with 
the idea of having an Oktoberfest. It 
took off from there.”

For more information, visit
https://www.facebook.com/Oktober-

fest-Sidney-Ne-1683987008340689/.

Oktoberfest kicks 
off Next Friday!

Brandon L. Summers
brandon@suntelegraph.com
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The contestants will soon be lined up. The 
red devil nudging close to the mini version of 
a happy clown. They’re a little nervous, eye-
ing the goal while nipping at their neighbors. 
They have an almost childlike fun in their little 
brown eyes.

The race is divided into age groups, from the 
youngest to the senior. Organizers are consider-
ing adding a class for disabled runners as well.

It is the 15th annual Oktoberfest Running 
of the Wieners, scheduled for October 8 at the 
Cheyenne County Fairgrounds. Registration is 
free. Pre-registration is encouraged by contact-
ing Judy Scott at 308-249-1411, or emailing 
seasonsuhrig@gamil.com, or gfdnjms@msn.com. 

In addition to online or by phone, entry forms 
are available at Sidney Veterinary Hospital, 
Bomgaars, and Sidney Feed & Seed.

The race is limited to purebred dachshunds, 
and to dachshunds registered for the race. Only 
dogs registered to the race will be allowed ac-
cess to the race site. Additionally, all dogs must 
be on a leash and have current shots.

The event started when Judy Scott’s grandson 
was given a dachshund. They returned from 
Grand Island where a race was held with the 
idea of having a similar event in Sidney. She 
said with the dachshund being a German breed, 
it would fit perfectly in the Oktoberfest celebra-
tion.

In addition to the race itself, the event will 
have a costume contest at 1 p.m. The theme or 
style of the costumes is almost limitless, accord-
ing to Scott. It is an opportunity to have fun an 
dress up your canine family member. 

“It is all free, and fun,” Scott said. “We give 
out really good prizes.”

Prizes are given to the top three winners in 
each category.

She stressed that while they do use a camera 
for the finish, the event is only about having 
fun.

For more information, contact Judy Scott at 
308-249-1411 or Seasons Uhrig at 308-249-
7434.

Oktoberfest
to include

Annual Weiner Dog 
Races

Forrest Hershberger
forrest@suntelegraph.com
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